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Tower of London
poppies 
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888,246 poppies were placed 
there, one for each British and 
Commonwealth soldier who 
died in World War 1.

Paul Cummins is the artist who 
had the idea for the display. 
They were called ‘Blood Swept 
Lands and Seas of Red’. He was 
helped by lots of volunteers to 
make the display. 

The poppies were placed to 
remind us of World War 1 
which started 100 years ago. 

The Tower of London had an 
art display of clay poppies from 
July to November 2014.

Millions visit Tower of London poppies

888,246
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Some of the poppies will now 
visit places in the UK. Some will 
end up in museums in London 
and Manchester in 2018. Most 
of the poppies will be in the 
homes of people who bought 
them.

The display ended on 
Wednesday 12th November 
2014. A lot of people wanted 
it to stay for longer.

Nearly 4 million people visited 
the poppies at the Tower of 
London. The Queen and the 
Prime Minister also visited.

Each poppy was sold for 
£25. The money raised 
went to 6 charities that help 
soldiers and their families. 
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Tesco accused of fraud

Tesco have lost half of their 
value this year.

Tesco are one of the biggest 
supermarkets in the UK. Some of 
Tesco's customers have moved to 
shopping in budget supermarkets 
like Aldi and Lidl. 

8 senior members of staff have 
been suspended from their jobs 
while it is looked into.

Tesco supermarket have been 
accused of fraud. They said 
they had made over £250 
million more than they really 
made.

x xx
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The Chairman, the Chief 
Executive and the Chief Finance 
Officer all resigned because 
Tesco were not doing as well.

Tesco held their own 
investigation in August 2014. 
From October 2014, they 
have been investigated by the 
Serious Fraud Office.

Tesco will be questioned by 
MPs about why they said they 
had made more money than 
they had.

The new Chief Executive, Dave 
Lewis has started. A new Chief 
Finance Officer has started 
early too.
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Sad death of a teenager

Detectives said that they were 
also looking for a man from 
Latvia called Arnis Zalkalns. 
Latvia is a country near Russia.

Police from “Scotland Yard” 
in London took over to look 
for Alice. 600 police officers 
searched land, rivers and 
canals.

The police spoke to Alice’s 
friends and searched the local 
area but they could not find 
her.   

On 28th August 2014, a 
14-year-old girl called Alice 
Gross went missing. The last 
sight of Alice was on a CCTV 
camera in West London just 
after 4.00pm.

?
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Alice’s funeral was held on 
23rd October 2014. A public 
memorial service took place on 
2nd November 2014. Her death 
made a lot of people sad.

On the 6th October 2014, the 
body of Arnis Zalkalns was also 
found. The police think he killed 
himself.

On 30th September 2014 police 
found a body in the River Brent 
which is a river in West London. 
The body was Alice Gross.

Zalkalns was a convicted 
murderer. CCTV showed  
him cycling past the same  
place Alice was last seen 15 
minutes later.
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Over 5000 people have 
died in the outbreak so far.

A person with Ebola was found 
in West Africa in March 2014. 
Now it has spread to Nigeria, 
Senegal, Spain, the USA and 
Mali.

Ebola is a disease that spreads 
very easily and attacks people’s 
bodies.

Ebola crisis and appeal

The World Health Organisation 
says that there are more than 
13,240 people that have or may 
have Ebola.
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‘Band Aid 30’ have now remade 
‘Do They Know It’s Christmas’ 
to raise money for the Ebola 
crisis. One Direction sang on 
the new record with lots of 
other pop stars and bands.

In 1984, Bob Geldof set up a 
charity group of pop stars called 
‘Band Aid’. Their record made 
lots of money to help poor and 
starving people in Africa. 

Scientists are still trying to find 
a way to treat people who have 
Ebola. They want to find a way 
to stop people getting it in the 
first place.

Not everyone is happy about 
the new song. Some people 
think there are better ways to 
raise money to help fight the 
disease.
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The parties explained what they 
would do about things such as 
taxes we will pay, what they 
would do about welfare, and 
the NHS.

The 5 main political parties 
met. This was the Labour Party, 
the Conservative Party, the 
Liberal Democrat Party, the 
UK Independence Party [UKIP] 
and the Green Party.

In September 2014, 
meetings called ‘the Autumn 
Conferences’ took place. This 
was when the main political 
parties met to tell their 
members what they would do 
if they ran the country.

In May 2015, there will be a 
‘General Election’. We will vote 
to choose which party will run 
the country.

Political party conferences
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Welfare – this is money to 
help people if they need extra 
support.

The Conservatives, Labour and 
the Liberal Democrats want to 
spend less money on benefits.

UKIP say they would change 
taxes so everyone pays less. 
They will cover this cost by 
doing things like giving a 
lot less money to help other  
countries around the world.

Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats said people who 
are paid less money should 
pay less tax.

Taxes – a tax is something 
we all pay to cover the cost of 
things the Government pays for. 
Labour, the Liberal Democrats 
and the Greens said they would 
make people earning more 
money pay more tax.
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Conservatives and the Liberal 
Democrats want to employ 
more NHS staff. The Liberal 
Democrats want to help people 
with mental health needs. 

NHS – The National Health 
Service (NHS) helps anyone who 
is sick.

Labour and the Liberal Democrats 
want to give the NHS more 
money so that people can get 
better help when they are sick.

Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats want to stop the 
‘bedroom tax’. This will mean 
people who have a spare 
bedroom will no longer get less 
housing benefit.

The Conservatives said 
spending on welfare will carry 
on going down by £25 billion.
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Europe – UKIP want the UK to 
leave Europe. 
Conservatives say they will let 
people vote on whether to stay 
in or leave Europe in 2017. 

Wages – Labour want the 
minimum wage to go up to £8 
per hour by 2020.
The Greens want the minimum 
wage to go up to £10 per hour 
by 2020.

Immigration – this is about the 
number of people who come 
to live in the UK from other 
countries. 
UKIP want less people coming 
into the UK. Labour want less 
people with low skills to come 
to the UK. 

The environment – this is  
about making our country  
cleaner. The Greens and the 
Liberal Democrats want to reduce 
pollution. Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats want to build more 
houses. 
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Two killed in Thailand

Two men from Burma were 
arrested for the murder. The 
police say the men admitted 
to the murders. The men say 
the Thailand police abused 
them and made them admit 
to the murders.

Two British tourists, 
David Miller and Hannah 
Witheridge, were murdered 
in Thailand in September 
2014.

Anger at Lord Freud's comments

Lord Freud is a welfare minister 
who said some disabled 
people could work for less 
money than the minimum 
wage.  
This upset a lot of people.

Lord Freud said he was 
sorry. Many people were 
angry that he was not fired 
or did not leave his job.













Quick News

15

Protests in Hong Kong

The Queen tweets

At the moment, China decides 
who can stand for election in 
Hong Kong. 

In the 2017 elections they want 
the next leader of Hong Kong 
to be chosen by the people 
who live in Hong Kong.  

In Hong Kong, thousands of 
people have been protesting. 
They want Leung Chun-Ying, 
who is Hong Kong’s leader, to 
resign. 

She was tweeting about a 
new display at The British 
Science Museum. She signed 
off as ‘Elizabeth R’. 

In October 2014, The Queen 
posted her first message on 
‘Twitter’.

Twitter is a social media site.

Hong 
Kong
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The Scottish Labour leader and 
Deputy also left their jobs. At 
the moment the Scottish Labour 
party is losing votes to the 
Scottish National Party (SNP).

Nicola Sturgeon is now the 
First Minister of Scotland and 
the leader of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP).

In September, Scotland voted 
against being an independent 
country. 

Because of this, Alex Salmond 
left his job as First Minister 
of Scotland and leader of the 
Scottish National Party (SNP).

Scottish leader steps down
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